The spider species Hypsocephalus dahli (Lessert, 1909 ) is recorded for the first time in Switzerland from museum material collected in 1974. The information given in the literature and unpublished data on this rare species are summarised including an annotated distribution map. All published pictures of males are compared with the holotype. Figures of the male palp and the vulva of the Swiss specimens are provided.
Systematics
The systematics of H. dahli is very convoluted and is therefore presented here briefly and in detail in Tab. 1. MENGE (1869: 232) described Microneta pusilla which was later moved to Cnephalocotes by SIMON (1884: 706) . MÜLLER & SCHENKEL (1894: 738) found one male that they determined as Microneta pusilla. This specimen was later described by LESSERT (1909: 80) as a new species, Cnephalocotes dahli. Both species, Cnephalocotes pusillus and Cnephalocotes dahli, were subsequently confused with Cnephalocotes silus. These three species were transferred to the new genus Mecopisthes by SIMON (1926: 486) . MILLER (1966) described Mecopisthes perpusillus as a close relative of Mecopisthes silus. WUNDERLICH (1972: 300) declared both Mecopisthes perpusillus and Cnephalocotes dahli to be synonyms of Mecopisthes pusillus. MILLIDGE (1978: 113) declared Mecopisthes pusillus a nomen dubium due to the lack of type material. The material of Menge's Microneta pusilla is not stored in the Thorell collection at the Swedish Museum of Natural History in Stockholm (Kronestedt in litt.). MILLIDGE (1978: 113) resurrected Mecopisthes dahli as Hypsocephalus dahli and this has remained valid until today.
The type locality of Microneta pusilla in Gdansk (Poland) and the other records in Poland fit the remaining distribution pattern of H. dahli (Fig.  3) , indicating that H. dahli is in fact a synonym of M. pusilla. Due to the lack of type material of M. pusilla, it is preferable to follow MILLIDGE (1978: 113) , and keep M. pusilla as nomen dubium. • GAJDOŠ & SLOBODA (1995: 84, 78-79 
Conservation status
H. dahli is listed as endangered in Germany (PLATEN et al. 1998: 273) , the Czech Republic (BUCHAR & RŮŽIČKA 2002: 65) and in Slovakia (GAJDOŠ & SVATOŇ 1994: 122) , where it is only known in low abundance from a few localities with low human impact (GAJDOŠ et al. 1999: 92) . In Baden-Württemberg only one male is known from the type locality (MÜLLER & SCHENKEL 1894: 738) and therefore H. dahli is considered as either extremely rare, extinct or as having disappeared (NÄHRIG et al. 2003: 45) . There are one published (1 male, BAUCHHENSS 1988: 379) and five unpublished (> 23 specimens, Blick in litt.) occurrences from Bavaria and therefore it is considered as critically endangered in Bavaria (BLICK & SCHEIDLER 2004: 314) .
H. dahli is also very rarely found in Austria, Switzerland, Romania and Poland. The true abundance of H. dahli may have been underestimated because samples are seldom taken in winter when adults are present (Blick in litt.).
